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CHRISTOPHER L. JACOBS
SENATOR, 60™ DISTRICT

March 16, 2018 .

Mr. Mark W. Thomas

Western District Director

New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation of Historic Preservation
PO Box 1132

Niagara Falls, New York 14303

Dear Mr. Thomas:

| was recently provided the attached data on the number of car accidents over the last five
years on West River Parkway and West River Road. The data states that West River Road had
three times the number of accidents as West River Parkway even though it has three times less
traffic than the Parkway (18 accidents/5 accidents, 500 cars per day/ 1,500 per day).

| am aware of State Park’s assessment that any traffic concerns due to the closure of West River
Parkway are unwarranted because both roads are far under capacity. However, these five-year
statistics would lead one to conclude that increased traffic on the West River Road, as a result
of the closing of West River Parkway, would lead to more accidents on West River Road.

I would appreciate a response on why this logic is not founded or what actions will be taken to
mitigate the potential increase of car accidents and dangerous car related incidents for drivers

and residents on West River Road, if and when the Parkway is closed.

I know you agree that our first priority is the safety of our people. | would appreciate any data
or rationale that would assuage my concerns. Thank you.

E-mail: jacobs@nysenate.gov - Website: jacobs.nysenate.gov



Thomas Letter — Page 2

Sincerely yours,

Christopher L. Jacobs

cc: Hon. Nate McMurray, Supervisor, Town of Grand Island
Hon. Beverly Kinney, Council, Town of Grand Island
Hon. Mike Madigan, Council, Town of Grand Island
Hon. Peter Marston, Jr. Council, Town of Grand Island
Hon. Jennifer Baney, Council, Town of Grand Island

Attachments: Accident Data
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Whitehaven Road

TRt oetaber oveer Ty~ ety TR Wi~ o
impacted [september- impacted impacied Oncember - mpacted impacted [Morch - impactad mpacted mpacted mpacted
ections | nugust seotember _[soction __|october __|section [Novembor _|impactsdSection _[owcomber _lsection __lianusy _[Soction__[rabruary __|Saction socion __|npeil__[saction __|May _|section Jme _|section |y rotal
2011-12 0| 3| 1 1 1 1 2| 0| 1 1 1) 18]
2012-13 2| 2| 1 1 o| 0| ol 3] 0| 1 1] 12f
2013-14 3| 1] o| o| 1 0| 0| 1 o] 1 El m_
201415 o 0 1 1 o o 0 o 0 o 1 of 14
[2015-16 0| 0| o| 0| 0| 0| 0| o| 0| 3| 12|
Total 9| S| 3 2 2| 2 1 2 1 4| 3 75
Impacted section total accidents Dec- Impacted section total accidents
Mar 18 |Aug-Nov and Apr-jully 18
*Impacted sectiol
|Whitehaven starting at Un-Impacted section total accidents un-impacted section total
|Baseline to West River Road Dec-Mar 10| accidents Aug-Nov and Apr-July* 29
Un-impacted section
Impacted sectionTotal accidents/year 36| accidents/year 39
* The observed increase in
accident rate occurred in July and
C i i rate on section doubled during 4 August and is likely due to
month Parkway limited or no use period while the accident rate increased summer traffic for 6
on the remainder of the road showed no increase and in fact was mile marina and the Whitehaven
substantially lower than the other 8 months. campground
Staley Road
osber ovember™ oy~ Febrary TR oy Tome
septembr- mpacted impacted Decemberimpacted mpacted March - Impacted mpacted mpacted mpacted
roction®s_|auguse [September__[Soction __|october __[Section November _[section [Docember __[secion _|ianuary _[soction __[rebruary _[Soction section __[apell__[soction | May __|soction __|une__saction __luy _[rotal
2011-12 0| 1| 0| 2| 0 1 1 0| 1 0| 0| 11
2012-13 0| 1 0| 0 0| 0| 1 0| 0| 0| 6|
2013-14 0| 0| 2| 0| 0| 1) 0| 0 0| 0| o 9
2014-15 0| o 2| 2| 1 1 0| L 0| 0| 1 0| o 9|
2015-16 0| 0| 0| 9| 0| 0| 0| 1) 1 0| 5
Total 4 5| 3| 1| 2| 1| 1 3| 1 0] 40|
Impacted section total accidents Dec- Impacted section total accidents
Mar 12| |Aug-Nov and Apr-jul 12
mpacted section: ey
starting at Baseline to West Un-impacted section total accidents un-impacted section total
River Road Dec-Mar 5| accidents Aug-Nov and Apr-jul 11
Un-impacted section
Impacted sectionTotal accidents/year 24 accidents/year 16

both time periods

Conclusion: Accident rate on impacted section doubled during 4
month Parkway limited or no use period while the accident rate
on the remainder of the road remained essentially the same in




